Ancha Experimental Forest of the Southwestern Forest and Range Experiment station, with headquarters at an elevation of about 5,000 feet on the southwest side of Sierra Ancha about 15 miles northeast of Roosevelt Dam. The various tanks, pits, plots, dams, etc., constructed at typical places on the watershed for research in forest influences, such as measurement of run-off, erosion, and stream flow, served as excellent traps for amphibians and reptiles. Most of the specimens, including those of a few species which otherwise might not have been represented, were captured alive in these research installations. A few important specimens were found dead on roads, where they had been run over by automobiles. Firearms were not used.
Variation of more than a mile in vertical elevation results in the presence of three zones of vegetation and a rich representation of amphibians and reptiles for the size of the area. These zones are: (1) semidesert, or Lower Sonoran, from Roosevelt Reservoir to an elevation of about 3,500 feet; (2) chaparral-woodland, or Upper Sonoran, roughly from 3,500 to 6,000 feet; and (3) pine-fir forest, or Transition, above 6,000 feet. With higher elevation temperature decreases, precipitation increases, and numbers of cold-blooded land vertebrates become fewer.
The semidesert zone is characterized by scattered xerophytic shrubs and trees with weeds and grasses among them. Dominant woody plants include 
